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Local Rotary Supports Children’s Prescription Fund
At Neighborhood Healthcare
Escondido, CA – October 27, 2011 – On October 18, 2011, Escondido Rotary Club #915 presented $1,500.00 to Neighborhood Healthcare in support of their Children’s Prescription Fund. The generous donation came at just the right time, as the fund had recently depleted to zero. The Children’s Rx Fund is incredibly important to the community health center—it ensures that no child leaves without the medication he/she needs, regardless of a family’s ability to pay.
“Most of the children we see have some form of state funded insurance; however for those that do not, and don't qualify, the Children's Rx Fund is often essential to their getting the valuable medications they need.  Once the low cost antibiotics have failed to treat an illness, we often have to step up to the next level of treatment, at which point the antibiotics become very expensive.  I have had cases of severe infection that could avoid hospitalization if they were able to afford the oral antibiotic,” explains Dr. Karla Strazicich, a physician at Neighborhood Healthcare.
Another pediatrician, Dr. Byron Chow, adds: “We depend on these funds as a safety net for the kids with acute illnesses – they may be the difference between an ER visit or hospitalization vs. being able to be treated at home – ultimately a difference of $50 for a medicine or $500-$5000 for a hospital visit for an ear infection or asthma, for example. “

Neighborhood Healthcare extends their gratitude to the Rotarians—their gift will surely help to keep children in our community healthy. 

About Neighborhood Healthcare
Founded in 1969, Neighborhood Healthcare is an award-winning organization that is known for excelling at its mission. A private, non-profit 501(C)(3) community health organization, it employs 450 people and provides medical, dental, behavioral health counseling and wellness promotion to 65,000 people a year including 20,000 children who might otherwise go without care.  At its ten health centers located throughout San Diego and Riverside counties, Neighborhood Healthcare is regarded as a caring and compassionate place that helps those most in need. Having earned a reputation as an innovator for creating solutions to emerging community healthcare needs, Neighborhood Healthcare relies on philanthropic contributions to reach its goals. An association with Neighborhood Healthcare is an association with excellence. Visit nhcare.org   to learn how you can help. 
