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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NEIGHBORHOOD HEALTHCARE HOSTS FREE DENTAL CLINIC

Free dental exams and varnish get children ready for school

Escondido, CA, -- March 21, 2011 – Neighborhood Healthcare, a nonprofit community health center, will host a free dental screening and varnish clinic on April 2, 2011 for infants, children and teenagers. The event provides an important service for children enrolling in school. For children entering kindergarten or first grade for the first time, the event will provide documentation required to show proof of a dental assessment prior to enrollment.  

The Saturday event will provide each child with a free dental assessment and a fluoride varnish, a coating painted onto their teeth to prevent new cavities and to help stop cavities that have already started. 

Thanks to the collaboration of efforts between First 5 San Diego, the North County Dental Task Force, United Concordia Dental, Neighborhood Healthcare, and a dedicated volunteer team of San Diego dentists, hygienists and assistants, between 200 and 300 children will receive care.
“We are appreciative of our partners who make this free dental clinic available,” says Tracy Ream, Neighborhood Healthcare’s CEO. “It’s a real testament to our mutual commitment to children’s health and we couldn’t make this happen without all the wonderful volunteers and sponsors.” says Ream.
United Concordia Dental, an insurance carrier based in Pennsylvania, is helping to sponsor the free dental clinic.  “We are committed to helping children get needed dental care and are pleased to sponsor this dental event to provide children access to care, especially at an early age when care is so critical to their future oral health,” said Jerome Blum, DDS, corporate dental director for United Concordia Dental. “More and more scientific evidence confirms how vital dental health is to a child’s overall wellness.”

The free clinic will give children an opportunity to receive care regardless of their families’ financial situations and parents will learn about other community medical resources available.  The event will prepare children for school, and will also provide a morning of fun filled with crafts and a visit from the Tooth Fairy. 
The dental clinic will be held from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 a.m. at Neighborhood Healthcare’s Ray M. Dickinson Wellness Center located at 425 N. Date Street, Escondido, CA 92025. Walk-ins are accepted, but priority is given to those with appointments. For an appointment, please call (619)692-8858 by Thursday, March 31st.

Founded in 1969, Neighborhood Healthcare is an award-winning organization that is known for excelling at its mission. A private, non-profit 501(c)(3) community health organization, it employs 464 people and provides medical, dental and wellness promotion to 65,000 people a year including 20,000 children who might otherwise go without care.  At its ten health centers located throughout San Diego and Riverside counties, Neighborhood Healthcare is regarded as a caring and compassionate place 

that helps those most in need. Having earned a reputation as an innovator for creating solutions to emerging community healthcare needs, Neighborhood Healthcare relies on philanthropic contributions to reach its goals. An association with Neighborhood Healthcare is an association with excellence. Visit www.nhcare.org to learn how you can help.

United Concordia, headquartered in Harrisburg, Pa., reported 2010 revenues of $1.78 billion. United Concordia has a company-wide dedication and commitment to superior customer service, which is evident in the design, implementation, administration and servicing of its dental benefits programs. For more information about United Concordia products, visit www.UnitedConcordia.com.
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